God’s Good Goal for Guilt
Resurrection Lutheran Church
6705 Wesner Rd
Verona, WI 53593
(608) 848-4965
www.rlcverona.org

1603 16th Ave
Monroe, WI 53566
(608) 328-8130
www.rlcmonroe.org

Pastor Nathan Strutz - Pastor Andrew Ewings - Vicar Seth Krueger
608.515.4334
608.535.6531
507.217.6181

Welcome to Resurrection!
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e extend a warm welcome to each one present. As
we unite together in worship, may we experience
together the grace and mercy of our God through his lifegiving Word and sacraments. Guests, below is some information that may help us host you well in the Lord’s house.
Please let us know if we can assist you in any way.
Visitor Information

Welcome!

Welcome
March 22, 2020

4th Sunday in Lent
orship at Resurrection Lutheran Church follows the
historic liturgy of the Church. Our worship service is designed to give our Savior thanks for the
salvation He won for us. Lutheran worship is really a conversation between God and his people. He
speaks to us in His Word; we praise Him and respond to Him in song. We confess our sins and needs;
He provides the forgiveness Jesus accomplished at the cross, and helps us with our individual needs.

W
W

orship will follow the service folder, guiding us in our dialogue with the Lord. Feel free to participate at whatever level you are comfortable. Where indicated you will find some of the
hymns and psalms in the Christian Worship hymnal. Whenever the words are printed in bold, the
congregation is welcome to join in responding or singing. May God bless us as we place Him at the center of our worship.

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Strutz

 WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN: 302 “Lord, to You I Make Confession”

Leader:

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
Leader:

Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

All:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

People:

Leader:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
Leader:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD
Gloria in Excelsis

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Leader:

Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask
you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

People:

Amen.

 THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON & SERMON TEXT: HOSEA 5:15-6:3 NIV
15 Then

I will return to my lair until they have borne their guilt and seek my face - in their misery they
will earnestly seek me.
6 “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us he has injured us but
he will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that
we may live I his presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As
surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that
water the earth.”

SECOND LESSON: ROMANS 8:1-10

NIV

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the
law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the
righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.
5 Those

who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who
live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed
by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm
of the flesh cannot please God.
9 You,

however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But
if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives
life because of righteousness.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Leader:

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:16)

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 20:17-28
Leader:

NIV

The Gospel according to the book of Matthew chapter twenty:

People:
17 Now

Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 18 “We
are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked
and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”
20 Then

the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of
him. 21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at
your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”
22 “You

don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to
drink?” “We can,” they answered.
23 Jesus

said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
24 When

the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise
authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave - 28 just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Leader:

People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: 486 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

SERMON: PASTOR NATHAN STRUTZ

BASED ON: HOSEA 5:15-6:3

God’s good goal for guilt
Questions to consider while hearing the sermon:
1. Ever feel guilty, even from something long ago?
2. Can God use guilt for good?
3. What’s fascinating about the book of Hosea?
4. Why did God go to his place?
5. What’s the coolest part about the word guilt?
6. What attitude can we easily have toward the words we hear in worship so often?
7. What’s the significance of the construction, “Two days, three days.”?
8. What is God’s good goal for resurrection?
9. What good goals does God have for guilt?
For further discussion/Vine and Branches
1. Share a sin that still causes you guilt. What to do about that guilt?
2. List good goals God can have for guilt.
3. Share a good change God has brought in your life from previous guilt. Remember, that guilt is
gone!

ALL:

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death
by his obedient death on the cross.

People:

We confess that without your love we are lost.

Leader:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

People:

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or
the cost.

Leader:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up
for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price
for their faith and their values as Christians.

People:

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Leader:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized
by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

People:

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.

Leader:

Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses;
social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand
beside the dying.

People:

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing
good.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Leader:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Leader:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the
point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People:

Amen.

Leader:

We join in the Lord’s Prayer:

LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Leader:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

People:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: 484 “Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly”

GET PASSIONATE ABOUT JESUS’ PASSION!
Each year during our midweek Lenten services, we hear again how much Jesus loved us
as we see in detail how much he suffered to pay for our sins.
For two weeks only, March 26 and April 2, our Thursday evening Bible study in Verona
will provide the opportunity to study the passion reading from that evening’s service.
March 26 will focus on Matthew 27:3-31 and Jesus’ trial before Pontius Pilate. April 2
will focus on Matthew 27:32-61, Jesus’ death and burial.
Watch your email and Facebook for the link to join in via Zoom meetings.

LENTEN WORSHIP BEGINS
Special midweek services will be held for the season of Lent.
Lent is the forty day season when we focus on Jesus’ suffering
and death. We see how much he sacrificed and how much he
loves us.
Three special reasons to attend these special services (which will
all be different from any Sunday service):
1. The Lenten hymns are awesome! Focused on Christ and

his love for us.
2. The Passion reading. We will hear again the specific details of Jesus’ suffering and
death.
3. Special sermons. Pastor Ewings and Vicar will prepare special sermons, along with
Pastors Moldenhauer and Cortright from Our Redeemer in Madison and Pastor
Bauer from Good News in Mt. Horeb.
Here are the special service dates and times. Note that meals have been cancelled.
Monroe - Service at 7 pm.
March 25 - April 1

Verona - Service at 6:30 pm.
March 26 - April 2 *
* Note these two dates in Verona are Thursdays and will be our
Thursday worship service that week.

Maundy Thursday - April 9
Verona: 6:30pm
Monroe: 7:00pm
Easter Vigil - April 11
Verona: 6:30pm

Good Friday - April 10
Monroe: 12:00 noon
Verona: 6:30pm
Easter Sunday - April 12
Verona: 7:00am Sunrise Service
9:00am Festival Service
Monroe: 10:30am Festival Service
No Communion Easter Sunday

PLEASE NOTE:

We are making every attempt to continue to worship together as a church
family. However, due to the ever-changing conditions with Covid19, we ask
that you please monitor the website and our Facebook page for any changes.
We will comply with all government mandates as they are issued & modify our
gatherings accordingly.
We will be posting online worship opportunities each week. You will receive
notification of them via email and they will also be posted on our website (see
the cover page for both websites) and Facebook page. Resources to follow
along will be included.
Your gifts of love are still needed, and can be mailed to the main office: Attention Treasurer, 6705 Wesner Rd, Verona, WI 53593. You also may contribute
through your bank’s bill-pay service & they will mail the check for you. Or,
you may contribute online by contacting the office to obtain the form to do
so: ministrycoordinator@rlcverona.com
All meals and refreshments have been cancelled until further notice.

